
Ferdinand Marcos and the Philippines: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Former
President's Legacy
Ferdinand Marcos is one of the most controversial figures in Philippine
history. He was the country's president from 1965 to 1986, and his rule was
marked by both economic growth and authoritarianism.

Marcos was born in 1917 in the Ilocos Norte province of the Philippines. He
studied law at the University of the Philippines and later became a lawyer
and politician. He was first elected to the Philippine Congress in 1949.
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In 1965, Marcos was elected president of the Philippines. He promised to
bring about economic and social change to the country. During his
presidency, the Philippine economy grew rapidly, and Marcos implemented
a number of social programs, such as the Green Revolution and the Land
Reform Program.
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However, Marcos's presidency was also marked by authoritarianism. He
declared martial law in 1972, and he used this power to suppress dissent
and consolidate his power. He also amassed a large fortune through
corruption and cronyism.

In 1986, Marcos was overthrown in a popular uprising known as the People
Power Revolution. He fled the country and went into exile in Hawaii, where
he died in 1989.

Marcos's legacy is complex and controversial. He is remembered by some
as a great leader who brought about economic growth to the Philippines.
Others see him as a dictator who suppressed dissent and stole from the
people.

In this article, we will take a closer look at Marcos's presidency and
examine his legacy. We will also provide a comprehensive guide to the
various books that have been written about Marcos and his time in office.

Ferdinand Marcos: A Controversial Legacy

Ferdinand Marcos is one of the most controversial figures in Philippine
history. His presidency was marked by both economic growth and
authoritarianism, and his legacy is still debated today.

Marcos was born in 1917 in the Ilocos Norte province of the Philippines. He
studied law at the University of the Philippines and later became a lawyer
and politician. He was first elected to the Philippine Congress in 1949.

In 1965, Marcos was elected president of the Philippines. He promised to
bring about economic and social change to the country. During his



presidency, the Philippine economy grew rapidly, and Marcos implemented
a number of social programs, such as the Green Revolution and the Land
Reform Program.

However, Marcos's presidency was also marked by authoritarianism. He
declared martial law in 1972, and he used this power to suppress dissent
and consolidate his power. He also amassed a large fortune through
corruption and cronyism.

In 1986, Marcos was overthrown in a popular uprising known as the People
Power Revolution. He fled the country and went into exile in Hawaii, where
he died in 1989.

Marcos's legacy is complex and controversial. He is remembered by some
as a great leader who brought about economic growth to the Philippines.
Others see him as a dictator who suppressed dissent and stole from the
people.

In this article, we will take a closer look at Marcos's presidency and
examine his legacy. We will also provide a comprehensive guide to the
various books that have been written about Marcos and his time in office.

Ferdinand Marcos: A Comprehensive Guide to the Books

There have been many books written about Ferdinand Marcos and his
presidency. These books cover a wide range of topics, from his early life
and career to his rise to power and his eventual downfall.

Some of the most popular books about Marcos include:

Marcos: A Biography by Sterling Seagrave



The Conjugal Dictatorship: Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos in the
Philippines by Primitivo Mijares

The Philippines: A Country Study by the Federal Research Division of
the Library of Congress

The Marcos Regime: Economic and Political Impact by David Wurfel

The People Power Revolution: A Chronicle of the Philippine Uprising
by Robert Elegant

These books provide a comprehensive overview of Marcos's presidency
and his legacy. They are essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand this complex and controversial figure.

Ferdinand Marcos: A Legacy of Controversy

Ferdinand Marcos is one of the most controversial figures in Philippine
history. His legacy is still debated today, and there is no easy answer to the
question of whether he was a great leader or a ruthless dictator.

However, one thing is for sure: Marcos left a lasting impact on the
Philippines. His presidency was a time of both great economic growth and
political turmoil. He is a complex and enigmatic figure, and his legacy will
continue to be debated for years to come.
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