
Imagining the Global Environment in Early
Modern Europe
A Journey Through Maps, Literature, and Art

In the early modern era (c. 1500-1800),Europeans embarked on a
remarkable journey of exploration and discovery that forever changed their
understanding of the world. As they ventured across oceans and
continents, they encountered new lands, peoples, and cultures. These
encounters had a profound impact on European thought and culture, and
they also led to a new way of imagining the global environment.

In this book, I explore how early modern Europeans imagined the global
environment. I draw on a wide range of sources, including maps, literature,
and art, to show how Europeans visualized the world around them and how
their ideas about the environment changed over time. I argue that the early
modern period was a time of great environmental transformation, as
Europeans came to terms with the impact of their own actions on the
natural world.
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The book is divided into three parts. The first part examines how
Europeans imagined the global environment before the Age of Exploration.
I show how medieval Europeans had a limited understanding of the world
beyond Europe, and how their ideas about the environment were shaped
by religious beliefs and classical texts. The second part of the book
explores how the Age of Exploration transformed European ideas about the
global environment. I discuss how European explorers encountered new
lands and peoples, and how these encounters led to a new understanding
of the world's diversity. The third part of the book examines how Europeans
began to grapple with the environmental consequences of their own
actions. I show how Europeans came to recognize the impact of their
activities on the natural world, and how they began to develop new ideas
about how to live in harmony with the environment.

This book is a comprehensive exploration of how early modern Europeans
imagined the global environment. It draws on a wide range of sources to
show how European ideas about the environment changed over time, and
it offers a new perspective on the environmental history of the early modern
world.
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Chapter 1: The Medieval World

In the medieval period, Europeans had a limited understanding of the world
beyond Europe. Their knowledge of the world was based on a combination
of classical texts, religious beliefs, and oral traditions. Classical texts, such
as the works of Ptolemy and Aristotle, provided Europeans with a
geocentric view of the world, in which the Earth was the center of the
universe. Religious beliefs also shaped European ideas about the
environment. Christians believed that the world was created by God and
that humans were given dominion over the natural world. This belief led to
a view of the environment as something that was to be exploited for human
benefit.

Despite their limited knowledge of the world, medieval Europeans had a
rich and complex understanding of the environment. They developed a
sophisticated system of agriculture that allowed them to produce enough
food to support a growing population. They also developed a number of
technologies that allowed them to exploit the natural resources of their
environment, such as water mills and windmills. However, medieval
Europeans also had a negative impact on the environment. They cleared
forests for agriculture and grazing, and they hunted animals to extinction.
They also polluted the environment with waste from their cities and
industries.

Chapter 2: The Age of Exploration

The Age of Exploration began in the early 15th century, when European
explorers began to venture beyond the known world. These explorers were
motivated by a variety of factors, including the search for new trade routes,
the desire for adventure, and the spread of Christianity. European explorers



traveled to all corners of the globe, and they encountered new lands,
peoples, and cultures. These encounters had a profound impact on
European thought and culture, and they also led to a new way of imagining
the global environment.

One of the most important consequences of the Age of Exploration was the
European discovery of the Americas. This discovery led to a dramatic
expansion of European knowledge of the world, and it also led to a new
understanding of the diversity of the global environment. European
explorers encountered a wide range of ecosystems in the Americas, from
tropical rainforests to deserts. They also encountered a wide range of
animal and plant life, much of which was unknown to Europeans. These
encounters led to a new appreciation of the diversity of the natural world,
and they also challenged European beliefs about the superiority of their
own culture.

The Age of Exploration also had a negative impact on the environment.
European explorers introduced new diseases to the Americas, which
decimated the indigenous population. They also cleared forests for
agriculture and grazing, and they hunted animals to extinction. In addition,
European explorers brought with them a number of invasive species, which
have had a negative impact on the native ecosystems of the Americas.

Chapter 3: The Environmental Consequences of European Expansion

The environmental consequences of European expansion were far-
reaching. European activities had a negative impact on the environment in
both the Americas and Europe. In the Americas, European diseases,
deforestation, and hunting led to a decline in biodiversity and a disruption of



ecosystems. In Europe, deforestation, pollution, and overgrazing led to soil
erosion, water pollution, and a loss of habitat for wildlife.

European expansion also had a global impact on the environment. The
burning of fossil fuels to power European industries led to the release of
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, which contributed to climate
change. European trade and colonialism also led to the spread of invasive
species around the world. These species have had a negative impact on
native ecosystems, and they have contributed to the extinction of many
species.

The environmental consequences of European expansion are still being felt
today. The world is facing a climate crisis, and invasive species are a major
threat to biodiversity. We need to learn from the mistakes of the past and
work together to create a more sustainable future for our planet.

The early modern period was a time of great environmental transformation.
As Europeans explored the world and came into contact with new lands
and peoples, their ideas about the global environment changed
dramatically. This book has explored how early modern Europeans
imagined the global environment, and it has shown how their ideas
changed over time. It has also shown how European activities had a
negative impact on the environment, both in Europe and around the world.
We need to learn from the mistakes of the past and work together to create
a more sustainable future for our planet.
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