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In the tapestry of American folk music, the Chad Mitchell Trio stands as a
vibrant thread, their harmonies weaving a rich and unforgettable melody.
Their journey, chronicled in the captivating biography "We Never Knew Just
What It Was," is a testament to the transformative power of music and the
enduring spirit of collaboration.

The Early Years: A Symphony of Voices
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The seeds of the Chad Mitchell Trio were sown in the fertile ground of the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. In 1958, three young men with
a shared passion for music - Chad Mitchell, Mike Pugh, and Joe Frazier -
joined forces to form a singing group.

Their voices blended seamlessly, their harmonies soaring through the
university's hallowed halls. Their repertoire consisted of traditional folk
songs, spirituals, and original compositions that showcased their wit and
vocal prowess.

Breaking Barriers: From Campus to Carnegie Hall

Word of the Chad Mitchell Trio's extraordinary talent spread like wildfire. In
1961, they were invited to perform at the prestigious Newport Folk Festival.
Their electrifying performance captivated the audience and launched them
into the national spotlight.

Soon after, they signed with Kapp Records and released their debut album,
"Singin' Our Way Through College." The album became a runaway
success, propelling them to the top of the folk charts. They embarked on a
whirlwind of tours, performing to sold-out crowds across the country and
beyond.

A Cultural Phenomenon: The Height of Fame

By the mid-1960s, the Chad Mitchell Trio had become cultural icons. Their
music graced the airwaves, their faces adorned magazine covers, and their
performances packed concert halls. They appeared on countless television
shows, including "The Ed Sullivan Show" and "The Tonight Show Starring
Johnny Carson."



Their popularity transcended generations. They appealed to audiences of
all ages with their blend of humor, sincerity, and musical virtuosity. Their
songs, such as "The John Birch Society" and "Blowin' in the Wind," became
anthems of the era.

Navigating the Changing Landscape: Evolution and Disbandment

As the 1960s drew to a close, the music industry underwent a seismic shift.
The rise of rock and roll and other genres led to a decline in the popularity
of folk music. The Chad Mitchell Trio, ever adaptable, evolved their sound
and experimented with different styles.

However, despite their efforts to stay relevant, the trio eventually disbanded
in 1972. The reasons were complex, involving personal differences,
creative exhaustion, and the changing musical landscape.

An Enduring Legacy: The Impact of the Chad Mitchell Trio

Although the Chad Mitchell Trio may have disbanded, their influence
continues to resonate today. Their music remains a beloved part of
American folk music history, and their contributions to the genre are
undeniable.

They paved the way for future folk groups, inspiring countless musicians
with their innovative harmonies and socially conscious lyrics. Their legacy
extends beyond their own music, as they played a vital role in shaping the
cultural landscape of the 1960s.

Unveiling the Story: Inside "We Never Knew Just What It Was"

The biography "We Never Knew Just What It Was" offers a comprehensive
account of the Chad Mitchell Trio's extraordinary journey. Author Marv



Hohmann, a close friend of the group, provides a firsthand perspective on
their rise to fame, their creative process, and the challenges they faced.

Through extensive research and interviews with the trio members and their
contemporaries, Hohmann paints a vivid picture of the cultural and
historical context that shaped their music. The book explores the group's
complex dynamics, their personal lives, and the factors that ultimately led
to their disbandment.

For fans of the Chad Mitchell Trio, "We Never Knew Just What It Was" is an
essential read. It is a testament to their enduring legacy and a celebration
of the transformative power of music.

The Chad Mitchell Trio's story is a testament to the human spirit's ability to
create something truly extraordinary through collaboration and shared
passion. Their music continues to inspire and uplift listeners, leaving an
enduring mark on the annals of folk music history.

"We Never Knew Just What It Was" is an illuminating and thought-
provoking biography that captures the essence of the Chad Mitchell Trio
and their enduring legacy.
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